I 


Approved For Release 2001/03/07 : CIA-RDP96-0078 R000400040032-1 


[HE WORLD OF THE SUPRA-SENSORT 


by vhou and how the extra-sensory wohlA is studied. | 
re in apt the purpose of the author to show any bine, o to ‘ake FP 
in a controversy about the existence of ESP. saat ig wider investigation, 
st the euthor only wishes to describe circumstances ant persons sonesroe! 
with these matters. ihe reater has his ow opinion about the reasonsblencse | 
| ot the phencaenon ant probably would not be swayed by en eticle Wiis: PY 
| an anonymous source. Tt ts fair to the autience to nov however thet “be 
thor 1a a behavior scientist, fully ecaresited as a Fellow in s Socish | 
Setence association. He is aleo an associate member in good standing of 
' 3 legitimate ESP organization. My sympathies lie in neither extreme side 
of the validity or non-validity of ESP. It io beritting to state my bins | 
in the biblien] quote, “geek end ye shall find and the truth shall make 


you free." 
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WHAT IS ESP? 

fhe topic of ESP is extraordinarily broad and all encompassing and 
the initials have been used to deseribe « multitede of phenomena. gpect- 
fically, ESP stends for extra-sensory perception, that is, the reception of 
information by means other than the customary sensory processes, vision, 
audition, gustation, olfection anf kinesthesis. Those investigators con~ 
cerned vith phenemena that do not appear well explained or accounted for 
by the usual means of perception have postulated acquisition of knowledge 
ny the extra-sensory pathmy vhich hes not been fully understood or “se- 
eribed. Such individuals accept the existence of auch an averue on theo- 
wetical assumption or faith, often proclaiming that only future technology 
and research will provide the appropriate proofs. Be this es it may, the 
reader should be aware that ectence does not claim to understand eompletely 
the known systema by wh{ch we receive and process sensory data. Hypothe- 
sizing an unknown or undiscovered system may be peaging the question rather 
then offering & meaningful solution. 

All disciplines of science have more than enough researchable problems 
for examination. Some scientists feel that to vender into such poorly 
gharted seas of the mystical events, notoriously unstable and ephemeral, 
are rather poor subjects for study in the Yaboratory where a phenomenca 
should be reproducible for testing. Repeatability of an avert. is a basic 
requirement for & research investigation. Whus, even some elinically 
oveervable phenomena are often not considered appropriate subject matter 


for the isboratery examination. 
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As a result of this handicap, the investigetion of ESP events is left 
to those veo do not require the same research confitions as the usual labor~ 
atery scientist. They are wiltitig to tolerate less stable deta. They are 
forced to publish or report their findings in journals and at meetings 
exclusively atuned to the esoteric. They accept different professional 
credentials than other professional groups pecause there is 80 defined spe- 
eifie training in this area. hey have beceme a clique or guild or, in some 
cases, a cult, who have a responsibility to demonstrate to colleagues ant 
the public that}these events occur and are & legitimate subject for scien- 
tific study. 

ne history of science is replete with examples of subject matter that 
yore constiered too unique for serious stuiy, of events whieh vere thought 
to be beyond scientific examination, findings vaieh were bayond acceptance 
of the then prominent and influential scientists. For instance, hypnosis 
was not too long ago considered a somewhat suspicious occurrenc®, ani yet 
even though still poorly unierstood, is an aecepteble phenomenon of inves- 
tigation today. Reading through the fingertips or *aermal optical percep- 
tion,” « few short years ogo, would have been thought # Tufitcrous area. 
fince the Russians bave published their gtudies in the dermel optical effect, 
two or three American gnvestigntors in universities are exenining the yhen- 
diencn, If results aren't encouraging it will sink back to its previous 
pee of Limbo but whmentarily 4% ia an “acceptable event." More ie nen- 
tioned on this topic later. This particular exaaple {llustrates a cireu- 
stance which is of interest in the changing status of fields for justifiable 
study. me Yep researchers have been avare of anf interested in “Singer 
eating" for sone tine, but have had Little success in convincing thelr 
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more conservative collesgues thet such a phenomenon could ressonmbly exist. 
However, etter the Russians became interested and a new nane vas applied, 
the seme phencmenon gained respectability. It can be anticipated that other 
such events will also gain equal acceptance. 

Leet the reader conelude that the author is favoring the ESP position 
unfairiy, let it be said that science progresses cautiously and is not 
hurried into studying matters without due consideration of the Likelihood 
- reasonable solutions. Practical or political conditions also ten to 
influence the direction of science and the funding mechaniems of goverments 
or foundations can ent do often determine the importance ani attractiveness 
of an area for stuiy. If the Russians are interested, then the West must 

least keep enti alert. Weedless Chinese will 
at ; ) {ta sclentific eye ° s to say, the wi 
do the sane. As far as ES is concerned, there has beet some concern 
aisplayed by both camps, but 4% has been a cautious and suspicious entry 
into this field carefully disguised in terms less esoteric--such ao dermal 
optics) phenomena and sensery processes. 

qe should be resesbered that vhen such penetrations are made into 
sctence, EAP stulles are not generally supported through the perancras? 
investigators but rather through the more eonservative selentist as an 
adjunct to his rormel research interest. 

Thus, it can be seen that ES, although often neglected by the scien- 
tific commmity, does get its attention when stimulation of monty, political 
er practical events occur. 
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SOME SPHCIFICS OF THE PHERMENC 

When ESP ie mertioned, one usually thinks of such terms as telepethy 
(reading another's thoughts, or communication between two minds without 
intervening spoken or witten words), clairvoyance (recognition or pereep- 
tion of an event or cireustance of which no one else ts aware), precog~- 
nition (knowledge of an event or cirounstance prior to its eecurrence), 
peychokinesis (manipulation of physteal entities by thought energy). These 
ave familiar ereas of the paranormal that receive considerable attention. 
At the same time, such topics as survival of personality after death, polter- 
geist, visions, faith dealing, medium behavice and a host of eceuit phen- 
cuena seen also to be proper subjects of study. It is an weiefined area 
but besteally concerns events that appear to depend on energy, Bot generally 
sacuived or received by ordinary sensory systems . The events are diffi- 
eult to reproduce under eppropriate conditions for etudy. They are also 
experiences that ore private, subjective and often enction-laden. They 
ere not common to everyone, which limits their understanding and oppertum- 
ity for study. Possibly our cultural attitudes toward the occult may be 
e factor in reducing the mumber of cases made public, but even if there 
were indications of more date, the nature of the pehnonena ‘s still terribly 
elusive. 


METHODOLOGY 

gap researchers have attempted for years to utilize the techniques 
and experimental methods of the physical scientists in order to treat their 
data effectively and to follow the lead of their more rigorous colleagues, 
Their efforts represent, at times, & somewhat inadequate bow in the direction 
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of appropriate controls anf a stmevhat superficial understenfing of real 
experimental methodology. Because of the nature of their studies, sunt 
mumbers of subjects are generally available and, therefore, their resulta 
are completely dependent. on the application of statistics. ‘The data may be 
ghown to be statistically significant, but often the non-parametric techniques 
are applied after the data is collected and it is not part of the basic 
experimental plan. In addition, 4% can often be seen that pertinent vari-~- 
ables are not controlled, and thus the data, though significant from « 
statistical viewpoint, may be inadequate. In adfition, some of the psycho- 
Logical tests or questionnaires that are used have not been carefully 
prepared or adequately validated on other populations. This tenis, therefore, 
to give lees credence to their findings. | 

Many of the instances of ESP phenomena are of such a nature that they 
must be studied under non-leboratory or natural conditions. Such instances 
make it extremely difficult to control those variables which my be deter- 
mining factors in such studies. In actuality, o clinical or jodguental 
approach would be a much more satisfactory technique of investigation than 
to atteupt any elaborate experimental procedures. In order to overvom: these 
atfficulties, the ESP investigator often employs very sophisticated electronic 
equiysent for measures. Unfortunately, often these investigators are not 
sophisticated in the operation of such equipment, nor in the interpretation 
of ite data. ‘Therefore, such instrumentation does not add to the reliability 
of the information. It is rather obvious that the psychic experience is an 

| emotional laden situation which also prevents a systematic, objective labor- 
avery approach to the problem. Agsin, the clinical methodology is probably 
more effective. The experimental techniques which might be applied would be 
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west appropriate in sn examination of conditions under which such phenomena 
might be induced. Experiuental procedures have been developed in the area 
of hypnosis, aug stuiies, ete., vaich might contribute to stulies of payehic 


the vartables vhich could perhaps be stuiied in part under laboratory oo8- 


aitions. A got, thorough, objective clinical assesement would be as succesa~ 
ful in selling this type of research 9s inappropriately applied experinental 
methods based on statistical significance viieh may or my not be payeholog!- 
eally pertinent. 

Further examination of the physical deprivetion techniques, the sim- 
Jation of battliefied stress, procedures used, by military psychologists, may 


Something must be mentioned about the experimenter attatale in stuites 
of these phenomena. che EGP investigator, in general, takes « sympathetic 
view of his subject. He is proving a case for FEF. In general, the psychol- 
cgist involved in studies of ESP is as enctiomlly involved, but on “he 
egijesite end of the scale. He feels threatened and negative toverd euch 
unexplained phenomena, therefore, tends to dey date results and consciously 
ow unconsciously control subjects weler study. 

rh in comevnat reinforcing to find new sefentists who are willing to 
sook at the ESP area without preconcetved notions of its existence oF noi- 
existence, but rather are motivated from the point of view that this ie on 
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interesting area of study which should be given the attention. Recently, 

a fev investigators have come to the fore and seem to be well qualified and 
seem to understand when to apply rigorous control and how to adjust variables 
in the eppropriate fashion. It ie the author's belief that these investi- 
gators have a major contribution te make to the field. It ia reinforcing 

to find them coubinuing their professionel relationships with their more 
conservative collengues, ani yet, at the same tine, publishing in the journals 
of perapsychology. 

From 9 methodological point of view, the author would recommend that 
BSP be studied from a naturalistic or phenomenological appreech, that elinical 
judgnent be utilized until aspects of paychie phenomena can be identified 
for appropriate staly under leboratory comlitions. It ie my belief that 
some of the phenomena can be treated effectively, but only by the most 
sophisticated investigators. Tr. Martin Orne has shown thet the demands of 
the investigater under ordinary conditions can sway the resultaof an exper- 
iment by conscious or unemscious manipulation of subjects. These findings. 
throw in doubt many of the behaviorel studies that have already been done in 
a variety of areas and certainly would cast doubt on same of the positive 
findings of the parspsychologist. It 1s, therefore, necessary that future 
research in psychic phenomena be @onfucted with the utmost care and by more 
highly trained and sophisticated research personnel.. 


RESEARCH EFFORTS IN ESP 
It is difficult to deseribe research programs of any field but parti- 
eularly hard to give a overview of ESP. Firat, the diversity of the phen- 
eusna would make it a never-ending report and secondly, there seems to be 
8 
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many interested investigators who know one another infermally but are not 
mentbers of institutions or professional associations. Of coarse, the major 
ESP centers are cbvicus, however, there is considerable fraetionization in 
the field end the journile snd meetings of the paranormal do not really 
represent the general population of investigators or interested parties. 

ne author will attempt to discuss the exvganizations and investigators 
of vixich he is mmre vho seem to have more than a passing taterest in these 
topics. 


THE DUKE COMPLEX 

probebly the best Imown EP research center in the world was that st 
Duke University under the direction of Dr. J. B. Rhine. This laboratory 
was founded over 30 yeers ago ani served as 6 focal point of research onl 
publication for’ ESP studies. In 196+ Rhine founded the “Foundation for the 
Study of the Nature of Man" located also in Durham, North Carolina. the 
University laboratertes were closed and Rhine is contimring his stadles 
through the Foundation. Associated with him has been the Paychical Research 
Foundation, Inc., whose director, Mr. W. G. Roll, is primerily imberested in 
the study of post-mortem survival. Other staff mevbers inclute Dr. Loulse A. 
Rhine (irs. Rhine) vho has written several articles and books on BSP, visiting 
investigators on fellowships or staff appointments from the United States 
and other countries. the Duke laboratory has served as a training ground 
fer many of the parapsychologists throughout the vorid. ie treining 
conection has mate Duke, in the past, R&P‘s Mecca and helped Dr. Rhine become 
@ very influential mm in this field of endeavor. In fact, he has been 
pechaps nore prominent than miliy have been in the best interest of REP, since 
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4% ts alleged by save thet the “setence of ESP" has not broafened or grown 
as it might unier the Yendership.of a less charismatic figure. All sciences 
have their leaders, but usually thet leadership ta restricted to personal 
regearch and witing. His influence hos encompassed research methodology 
ani funding allocation more than might be customry. The Carclina complex 
has wany aspects of a center that has offered research stimilation ani has 
served as a clearning house of approved research. 

The research done at Duke covers a variety of sfhjects, but principally 
concerned with laboratery investigations of ESP utilizing Zener (BaP cards), 
dice manipulation, testing of sensitives. ‘Tn addition, the laboratary wes 
a wmathodological proving ground for ways in which phenomena might be studied. 

Jt also served as the publication center, and thus « review point for 
articles reporting B& research sround the world. Most of the arBicles are 
of stuiies done vith techniques end tests developed et Duke or by Duke- 
affiliated people. ‘The journals published are the Journnl of Parapsychology 
Meny of the studies are degortbed in 


ETS OTS set of conditions resulted in demmatrating 
as significance beyond charice of the ESP phenomena. Generally, the stetic- 


conditions may be open to 
question veotast sane vertables have not been appropriately controlled. It 
is the author's iupression that the treatment of statistical data, although 
technically correct, is matve and miy be statistically significant, but. not 
peychologically pertinent. Few scientists other than menbera of the iumed- 
tate field reed these articles regularly ani, therefore, there 1s little 
eomatcuctive eritician given to methodology or procedures. The author has 
noted that meubers of the group do not alvays ask penetrating questions 


10 


Approved For Release 2001/03/07 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000400040032-1 


Approved For Release 2001/03/07 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000400040032-1 
concerning provetures of their colleagues either because they feel they must 
neust” each other's experimental skills or they do not comprehend the real 
yeeking.of the scientific techniques. (Most scientists have little compune~ 
tion to ingize of another's procedurts. Yo one expects protection through 
courtesy ami none assumes infallipility in experimental design.) 
impugns onother's motives rather than his experimental procedures. Bome 
of the coments that ore written in these journals about questionable research 
ean be lees than polite. 

In recent times, the influence of the Rhine complex has declined. There 
ave now more centers of stuly, sudh as the University of Virginia ani the 
University of Cslifernia in Los Angeles. This is a natural evolution because 
of greater acceptance of this field in general. 

Hovever, Ehine's leboratery vas amd ia influential in other parts of 
the world because of its scholarship and fellowship finds. Dr, K. Romakrishmir 
Roa of India has been at Dube for three years and reports thet his govern- 
want hag asked him to set up a research center in ESP vhen he returns. 
pr. Miler Ryzl of Pregue, Czechoslavakia, has been supported by fimds from 
Duke fer tivree yours. Wis research has been concentrated on one subject 
wan seems to be o very sensitive individual. His skill is reporting stimius 
eards in sealed envelopes. Several. Western parapsychologists, invluding 
Gaither Pratt and Ian Stevenson of the University of Virginia, and Stephen 
Kovens of Oxford, have worked with Ryrl in Prague. Rytl. also has lorpt 
Or. Rhine briefed (by letter) on BSP research in sone of the Iron Curtain 
countries. 
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Mr. Soji Otent, Assistant Professor of Paychology, Japanese Defense 
Acadeny, agent a year at Dube end will continue his studies in Japan. 
De. Rreno Onetto recently set up a parapsychology lsboratory in Chile. These 
exe examples of the foreign interest that has been spawied by Rhine. 


OMHER CESIEERS OF ROP 

fhe second most prominent group in the field is the American Society 
of Psychics Research located in New York City. Tt is headed by De. Gardner 
Yurphy (also of Menninger Clinie). In, Karlos Osis is the research director. 
The society's prine interest is to collect, evaluate and report evidence 
of payehic phenomens. Tt ig an outgrowth of the British Society started 
over a huntred years ago for the same purpose. There have bee wany cistin- 
guished names among the members of these societies, all of whom are or vare 
dedicated to understanding the esoteric. Any such group varies in its ability 
to evaluate psychic events sefentifieatiy, but certainly the sowtety collected 
more eneedetal date then any other organization. he mexbers are sincere 
with a bias toward believing such events occur. However, they do try to 
“aintain objectivity. ‘The American Society is in competent research hands. 
Their present efforts ere concentrated on studying the relationship between 
Ee and creativity sponsored by the Ittlesou emily Foundation. Tn eddition 
to this program, Ir. Osis has been interested in patient behavior prior to 
death as reported by trained observers and medical persomel. Thin research 
is an attempt to explore impressions, verbal reports, and sensory inform- 
tion just before death. 

Like many groups concerned with the ocault, the society's staff becomes 
te enhancement of ESP under drugs. Much of their interests ere revealed 
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in their lecture series and their publication, Journal of Psychical Research 
(a querterly). Membership is open to all who express an interest in psychic 
phenomena. 

There are really quite a mumber of experience? EP investigators and 
at the same time few organizations sponsoring their studies. It is notable 
thet there tends to be some mobility from one group to ancther as a remit. 
For exemple, a few years ago, Dr. Osis was research director of the Para- 
psychological Foundation in New York. This group is headed by Mrs, Elaine 
Garrett, a medium of seme note. The foundation publishes the magazine 
Toymowrov, vhich is a wore popularly written version of an EP journal. 

Three years ago, Dr. Osis and Mr. Bouglas Dean left the Foundation, 
De. Osis to the American Society and Mr, Dean to the Newark Engineering 
Behool. The Fourdation still functions, sponsoring research, but does in- 
house. ‘They redesitly sponsored vork in hypnosis and EAP, which is a vogue 
area at the niment. 


THE PARAPSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION 

Whe awe groups mentioned have had considerable influence in the major 
=P erganizetion, the Parapsychological Association. This is the prefeselonnl 
group which holds ammuml meetings, for paper presentation and policy plaming 
for many of the parspaychologists throughout the world. One can hold asse- 
eiate status with no real specific acadentc requirements ani weber status, 
if ene engages in and reperte ESP research. fo attend these meetings one 
must be vouched for by a bonafide menber of the asséciation. This is an 
attempt to keep out troublesome individuals who are apt to be fascinated 
ty the title and the organization's program. 


“ 
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The quality of the pepers at these meetings is uneven. Generally, 
they are of a less rigorous quality than at other professional groups, per- 
tioularly in the description of experimental methodology. Some eritiquing 
eecurs but usually the atmosphere is one of “togetherness” and mrtual 
support. Some unpleasant situations have developed as the reault of per~- 
sons differences within the group. ‘There are few members in the associa- 
tion who are eligible to hold office so there can be difficulty comeerning 
who is appropriate to serve next. In the last few years, Rh me's establish- 
ment of the Foundation has caused some splits fn the group which are not 
totally healed yet. 

The association has sought recognition for Parapsychology in selenti- 
fie circles, but with little success. They attempted recently to becone 
e@tfilieted with the American Association for the Advancement of Science, 
but were refused. ‘There are several comtries represented in the PA and 
last year the anmusl meeting was held in England to satisfy European menibers. 
In general, however, the organization ts Anerican dominated and run. Although 
not politically or professionally powerful, it serves as an identification 
and reinforgement mechanism for the out-group of perascienti sts. 

Que of the better know ond highly respected menbers of the Parapsycho- 
logical Association and formerly with Dr. Rhine for 25 years is Dr. Gaither 
Pratt, presently at the University of Virginia, Medical School. His prin- 
oipal interest at present is the identification of good ESP subjects at 
the University of Virginia. He recently authored = book and is aiso lecturing 
on ESP throughout the country. 

De. Pratt hag visited Rey) twice in Prague and has made two trips to 
 ‘Russlarth discuss ESP with Professor Vasiliev and other interested scientists. 
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He is probably better informed on this type of research being done around 
the world then any other single igdividval. 

foere are other investigaters who might be #entioned in connection with 
the Rhine group ani the Association, but it would make tedious reading. 


femme of the better” imown individuals are: Dr. Gertrude Schneidier, City 


College, New York; Dr. Carroll B. Bash, St. Joseph's College, Philaielyhia, 
Pa.; Dr. John Freenen, Institute of Parapsychology, Durham, North Carolina; 
Mrs. Saliy Feather, Psychiatry Department, Duke University Hospital, Durham, 
Werth Carolina; Dr. R. A. MeComell, Biophysics Departeent, University of 
Pittsburgh; Dr. Montague Ullman, 4002 10th Avenue, Brooklyn, New York; 

Mrs. Rhea White, Westburgh, Long Island; Dr. Lawrence Cusler, City College, 
New York. 


fhe previous section describes briefly one world of parapaychology. 
There are many other interested individuals, but for one reason or another, 
have not become closely associated with Dr. Rhine or the Parapsycholegical 
te. Andrije Puherich, presently associated with the Intelectron Corp., 
has had a long-time interest in the cocult. He was director of « nonprofit 
foundation in Meine fer several years where he studied various sensitives 
under “selentific" conditions. Among other things, he was responsible for 
bringing Peter Hurkes to this country. Mr, Hurkos has becoue a relatively 
well-known sensitive who quite often receives attention in the press for his 
exploits. More will be said of him later. Dr. Pubarich has been interested 
de tee effect of drugs on the mind and wrote "The Sacred Mushroom” sbout the 
mushroom eater of South America. He also write "Beyond Telepathy" which is 
f 15 | 
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a eolleation of ocevlt observations and ESP research. Dr. Pukarich is a 
yery personable individual who has a broad scope of interests beyond the 
eosult aren. He is quite a sophisticated person and is well informed about 
parapsychology. At present, Dr. Puharich is concerned with bio-medical 
reasearch and development at the Intelectron Corp., and he does make only 

One of the better Inown European centers of ESP is at the University 
of Utrecht under the Direction of Dr. W.H.C. Tenhoeff. He is chairaan of 
the Department of Purapaychology and has gained considerable publicity 
through his prize sensitive, Mr. Croisett. Meny popular articles have been 
written of Croisett's ability to locate lost or missié, people and to heal 
the sick. A popular book has been writ#ien entitled, *“Groisett. the 
Clairvoyant,” which deseribes his life end gifts. Much of the Sunday 
supplement clains of Mr. Croleett are generally thought to be oxmggerated, 
tut he is still sought after and periodically the subject of acme new 
“geientific stuiy.” De. Tenhoeff does a few stullies occasionally in ESP, but 
is principally known for his gifted protege. In 1964, Mr. Croisett was 
brought to the U.5. by the American Society of Psychieal Research for study 
at Reckiand State Hospital. 

Peter Hurkoe should be treated somevhat separately, since he has become 
a great celebrity on the sensitive scene. He is a Dutchman who ws injured 
in a fall many years age. According to his owm story, upon recovering 
connedousness after three days, he found that be wae receiving a considerable 
anquxt of information, through his sensory systems, which he found confusing 
end difficult to understand. He was put under medical care and after a 
while, he began to be able to handle this information successfully. In a 
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sense, he was receiving impressions, ideas, pictures thet are not ordinarily 
yart of our everyday experience. this way he allegedly gained knowledge 
uavallable to meh of the other people. His demonstrations of this ability 
have been relatively impressive. He can tell from an object owed by some- 


one end give considerable information about the individual. It is difficult | 
to imow whether it is as accurate as indicated, but in the demona 


the subjects seem, at least, to agree with his statements. 

The life of the sensitive is not om easy one, particularly when he has 
been transplanted into 2 new culture. Mr. Hurkos has had to perform publicly 
in order to earn sufficient money to live. He has been given publicity 
which has, in a sense, perhaps mde him feel more famous tha he should. As 
& result, be has lived a mich different life than he might have antietpated. 
Beoause of the strong pressure of entertainment and in public demonstration 
of skills, he has adopted behaviors that will help make hin look more sen~ 
eational, Therefore, he is an extrenly difficult subject to study with 
any degree of objectivity. He needs to succeed and, therefore, will sf just 
his performance for maximm siccess. He has developed many manners of 
the showman and, unfortunately therefore, may give the impression of being 
insingere, It is doubtful thet he would be a good subject for a long-term 
scientific investigation. However, he will always titillate the interest 
of the avilence and does do some unusual things. As noted previously, he 
was brought to the U.S. by Dr. A. Puharich and wos studied in Matne for 
some months. 
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Yor a metber of years, there have been people in the Washington wrea 
vho have been intrigued with the area of ESP and the ocoult. They are not 
assceiated with the Duke laboratories or any specific Ea? center. Their 
interests are not to conduct research, but rather to watch demustrations 
and encourege granting organizations to give money for research in EaP. 
In general, I would say they have little influence on procurement of funds, 
but they are an interesting group. Dr. Rieseman, a psychiatrist, hes been 
ome of the most active individuals here in Washington. He is extremely 
skillful in sleight-of-hand and has spent a good deal of time attempting 


area. He is a most Imowledgeable individual about the oceult acene and 
gems to have contact with many of its leading personalities. He has held 
sessions in his home in Virginia ani seems to be somewhat of a center of 
these activities, Dr. Riesenman seems to be comvinced that these phenomena 
exist and bas been a hardy supporter of such individupls as Peter Hurkoa. 
He has been an afviscr to the local police force, who on ocension have hired 
people such as Peter Hurkes to look inte missing persons or mnder cases. 
Mr. Wiliden ¢. Moore, a Washington lawyer, is concerned with the 

progress of ESP. He seems quite Inovledgesble of the field in general and 
demonstrations conducted in the area and keeps abreast of research being — 
conducted in the field. He is more of a commmicator than an investigeta 
aml often arrenges meetings for people with similar interests. 
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England has alymys had a soft apet for ite ghosts and mediums. The 
Paychical Society was started there and interest in the oceult still lives 
amongst all levels of British society. It would be impossible to describe 
all those persomlities who dedicate some time and energy to this interest 
but let a few names be representative. Oxford bas, through grants, supparted 
the research of one Stephen Abrams, a proverbial Yank at Oxford. Mr. Abrams 
44a most of his studies at the Biometry Department from 1960 to 1963. He 
was perticularly concerned with ESP ant hypnosis and spent much of his time 
with s few particularly good subjects. He also vorked with Mr. Shackleton, 
vho ia quite famous in England as a sensitive. Their experiment concerned 
the transmission of dravings fron the ertist to Shackleton in another room. 
Unfortunately, the data, although intriguing, could not be analyzed by any 

valid or reliable method. They wauld be of clinical interest however. 

Mr. Abrans' research, although of interest, never really progressed 
beyond the pllot stage, because of other commitments and fuming difficulties. 
At present, he is seeking suppart for a teleconmmications laberatory to be— 
-loonted in England. | 

Mr. Abrwss established rather good reppert with Professor Vasiliev and 
his colleagues ani visited Moscow ani Leningrad to lecture. 

There ere several other noted ESP advocetes in England who have written 
several books and articles. Professor 8. G. Soul of London ia one of the 
most noted investigators and has published an excellent book entitled 
"Modern Experiments in Telepsthy" which is a superior review of the research 
done in EP. Mrs. Rosalingl Heywood of London is an avid fan of the occult, 
aithough she has little professional training she is e very bright and 
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relatively effective person. She is a. believer but one who seems to be well 
balanced, Har book “Beyond the Reach of Sense” is vell written. 

Some of the praninent names in other fields who participate in ESP 
studies are Sir Alistair Hardy, the well-known biologist at Oxford (he 
the famous philosopher at Caxbridge, is on the Bosrd of Diresturs of the 
British Society of Paychical Research ant has written many interesting 
articles on the topic of ESP. Profesom H. H. Price, philosopher at Oxford, 


ia an active participant tn the field and recently gave a lecturé om pesea- 
line end ESP here in the United States. 

Bir Cyril Burt, psychologist and statistician of great note, has written 
om the subject ami been active in assisting in the research of others. 

Professor W. Grey Walters, an internationally imow cyberneticist and 
train physiologist of England, is an advisor to the Society of Psychical 
Research. 

The general atmosphere in England, particularly in dealing with some 
of the above mentioned luminaries, is one of extreme empathy for the BoP 


oe oocult investigetor. However, there wis alse the feeling, at least, 
peresived by the author that there is Little interest on their pert to 

teok at the “nuts and bolts” of scientific validation of these phenomens. 
Again, the need to “accept” the researcher's word was obvious as it "geabhe- 
men don't question each other's techniques"~-s totally inecrusedte attitulte 
for the typical scientist who needs to know such information for complete 
waderstending of the experiment. ‘These individuals, in general, accept the 
evuewlt and aren't terribly concerned with those who don't~--a much more 
wature attitude in some ways than that demonstrated in the United States. 
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Nonetheless, this approach will do Little to advance the reputation of IGP 
in scientific circles. At least, their more informal relaxed and confident 
oir is refreshing. 

It was in England that much of the Russian ESP effort wis reported by 
Stephen Abrams in May 1962, who had recently returned from Vasiliev's 
Jaboratery. Tt would be interesting to speculate who has encourage? vhow 
to become interested in ESP. ‘here fs seme indication that the “Nautilus 
Stary" which was publicized by THIS WEEK, a Sunday supplement, on Septenber 6, 
1963, may have started mus of this activity. The transmission of ESP 
signals fron a sitedrged U.S. submarine to @ land base ws first reported 
in a French newspaper in 1959. It is quite possible that this false report, 
repeated in many publications and by word of mouth causedthe Russians to 
worry that the U.S. had a breakthrough in this area. Perhaps ot the sane 
time, the amzing story stixred some of the U.S. selentists to rethink their 
own opinions of EGP. Regardless, since thet general time frame, there have 
been indfcations of considerable activities in both sides of the curtain. 
The Rugalan work is difficult to evaluate because of the many confusing 
reports ani articles by visiters who seen to see that which they are moti- 
vated to see. Some of what has been said to be ongoing research is in 
yeadity o14 research. Some of the visitors have even reported statexents 
uaie by extremely prominent Soviet scientists that we are sure vere simple 
oases of mistaken identity. Other people, however, have picked up this 
wiginfermation and it is repeated vithout source refermce ant assumed te 
be new data. As oe result, most recent claims in the Browning-Stone book, this 
weiter fecle, is perhaps exaggerated. 
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Professor Vasiliev in the best known in the field. He ia Professor 
of Pig@iology at the University of Leningrad. His work wis reported to be 
monitored by a committee headed by Profeasar E. A. Asretian, Director of the 
Institute of Higher Nervous Activity and Neurophysiology of the Acadeny of 
Seience, There is some doubt ccncerning the validity of EGP research and, 
therefore, this committee serves ag advisor. Vasiliev's staff consists of 
physiologists, electronic specialists, physicists, cyberneticists and a 
paychiatrist. Siri Tupitain, the psychiatrist and Pavel Terentiey, a statis- 
tician, ae comatdered key wen. The project administrator is Alga Lenz, a 
party functiouary. 

Aveurting to one source, the Russians appear to be well wcquainted 
with Amerlean reaearch in this area. They seem, however, oriented toward 
the approsch of the early French school. It is to be rewenbered that 
Yasiliev is a student of Bekhterey, who in turn was a protege of Charcot's, 

Their theoretical posttion, as reported by this same amarce, hypothe- 
sizes EGP energy as = radiated form emamating from the brain and called 
biological radic communication. Tn order to test this position, the Russians 
shielding seems to have no effect, in other words, allegedly E6P or thought 

Further studies concerning radiated energy are being conlucted with 
electroscopes by a physicist named B. B. Kocuneki who utilizes the Faraday 
Cage. Also interested in this approach is Dr. Mira of the Institute of 
Neurophysiology. “Experimmts in Mente] Suggestions” by L. L. Vasiliev, 
published in Englend, 1963, is one of the more interesting. 
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Professer Gregory Ratran, Chairmm of the Paychology Department, Queens 

Colisgs, Rew York, hae been such interested in this dermal optical phenonenc 
ani visited Russia when the subject was under study. iis report @t a 
the field and left the ingression that he believed the Russian research was 
competently handled and that it was worthy of attention. Since that time, 
be has, in public articles, shown his continued support of his cbservation 
by indicating that orticles to the contrary that appeared in the Russian 
press were not a proper interpretation of the scientict's view. 

. He has not undertaken research in this area binself, but has eneoquraged 
others such as Dr. Richard Youts of Barnard College, Nev York, to investi- 
gute Ino cases. 

the suthor teio witnessed on two or three occasions thia phenomenon 
im an Americen subject. and found the individual demonstrating behavior quite 
beyoud his ow abilities. Others who have observed believe fraud is involved 
ami eo it goes... Ag yet, such cases of unusual behavior do not always get 
Objective study because of funding linttations or experimenter bias, This. 
particular area will continue to receive attention so long as convincing 
eases or subjects are available. 


As previously mentioned, there is still considerable pressure for more 
funding of reseageh in the ESP field. Various industrial companies have 
sponsored the writing and submission of occasional proposals to various 
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| private or governmental agencies. Thene are usually sparked by a need to 
get a quick answer to a problem not easily solved in a conventional manner. 

For exemple, the difficulty of communicating ecrogs great distances in 
space has given the EoP exthusiast inroads that were previously dented 
because he supports the view that “mental energy” can be tranuitted instan- 
taneously. in a way, ESP is suggested as a panocea far problema which at 
the moment may be or seam to be beyond the “state of the art” of the usual 

R. W. Lowrie's paper, "Aspects of Parapsychology in Cousunication,” 
presented at a conference on “Cybernetic Aspects of Man-diachine Relation- 
ships” at the University of Florids oa 13 February 1965, is an exmple of 
& ples for grenter attention to the potential of EXP. This review unfor- 
vumately, like most, catmot give appropriate weight to the meaningfulness 
of the basic data upon which the papers gre based. More in these esoteric 
exveas than others is it neceasary to laiow the cametence and the methodology 
of the investigator before his results can be accepted as scientifically 
sound and relevant. The extra care is not exercised because of a question 
of deliberate frawi, but rather because of investigater bias, usivete, and 
the inapplicability of some stendard methodologies to these rather elusive 
phencnens. Thus, merely quoting results and findings of pest research with- 
out intimate knowledge of the research circwtances can be misleading and 
perhaps overoptintstic. 


WHAT IS SHE FUTURE OF ESP AND RELATED RESEARCH? 
As long as man searches for an understanding of hia environment and 
apeculates on the rationale of his place in the universe, he will continue 
to be intrigued with the esoteric. 
2y 
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Further breakthroughs which give more sophisticated techniques for 
understanding the functioning of the mind and bedy perhaps will erode the 
fuzziness of ESP claims and permit more precio’ studies of these now ephemeral 
gifts or powers. Unfortunately, as has been indicated, the parapsychologist 
is not apt to heve the technics) skills to utilize the equipment and nethod- 
ology relevant to the problems and progress will be mde by the other 
scientists as an adjunct to their more conservative interests. 

There are a number of research studies now in progress of acceptable 
worth thet will at least beer peripheral interest to the study of ESP phenomena. 

1. Coneern vith interpersonal tnteractions--somewhere here the social 
or behavioral scientist is conscious of the as-yet umeasured cues which are 
registered, processed, integrated and used to assess other persons. We 
know that individuals vary in their ability to be aware of the reaction 
capability of these. We refer to this as sensitivity and classify individuels 
along such a continuum. This skill, or gift, is not completely unierstood 
tails: so far it is not considered extra sensory. Perhaps it could be called 
supra sensitivity. All sensory inputs contributing to a nore-aceurate -than~ 
average assessment and prediction of how this individual behaves. 

Studies systematically exploring ues utilised by persons defined as 
operating on this supra sensory Level would help us identify the subtle 
behaviors which are so rich in predictive information. it seems reasonable 
to believe that top-notch salesmen operate on such cues, as do confidence men 
and highly skilled diagnosticians. | 

Ie this sensitivity a product of an unusual neuf@logical structure? Is 
it a conceptual thought processing system, unique to some? Or is it eartuie 
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a single or miltiple, highly developed sensory path which we presently do 

not measure effectively (an acute olfactory sense combined with other data)? 
Research in this area is feasible with present techniques and may well 

eontzaibute to understanding of some aspects of the more ephemeral phenomena. 


2. Rrviroumental factors in which we operate as creatures of the universe 


have long been suspected of having effects on behavior. Studies in clima- 
tology, radiation and meteprology are gaining prominence and attention. 
There are many less than impressive researchers in this area, but with the 
developuent of appropriate measuring tools and the presaure to know more 
about environmental and ecological factors, better acientists are becoming 
interested. 

The research on ionization effect on behavior and health 1a spotty but 
promising. Atmospheric conditions and their wmrk on the body and mind is 
moving from o14 wives tale status to systematic documentation. Bven effects 
of gravitational factors of earth and other planets are beginning to go 
beyond the astrologist charts. Radiation, man induced and natural, hes 
come under scrutiny by the scientific commmiSy hen before all of these 
a wbjects were discussed in science fiction or the cecult. Science is 
bringing system to such studies, speculation ia structured as testable 
hypotheses rather then hopes. Identification of the appropriate variables 
are sought in order to identify the conditions under which the phenomena 
ean be comtrolled, stuilied and eventually isolated for cause and effect 
relationships. When this ie accomplished, then the phenomenon can be under- 
stood and put in its proper place in the system of knowledge. 

3. Fundamental to any research in the esoteric is a real understanding 
ef neurological function of man. There is considerable research possible 
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today with the development of bicelectronic aparatus and computers that were 
only in the hypothesis stage in the past. Through tiege studies, we hope 
to relate behavior specifically to neurological and biochemical events of 
the human mechanism. Such findings will begin to permit control and mani- 
Ppulation of the sensory-motor syutens. and the brain so that the limits of 
cur neurological input systems can be evaluated. At the same time, function 
can be identified with structure.‘ 

4, Research on memory has been a popwlar pastime for the dabbline 
of investigations for many years starting seriously from a laboratory 
approach by Ebbinghaus in 1885. Most of our knowledge is concentrated in 
the short-term basis because of the difficulties of studying subjects under 
eontrolied conditions for long periods of time. This neglect of an important 
knowledge area is slowly beingccorrected or adjusted. The theoretical 
implications from a functional as well as organic approach to the storage 
of information may have major implications for the E research. 

5S« The use of computers for analysis of complex data and manipulation 
of response order would appear to be a tool with which new and old research 
Gata can be examined. These techniques are certainly promising: as means 
of "milking" information and for faolating trends of subjects in their “hits” 
or “misses” when responding to the standard ESP experiments. Some inves- 
tigaters in the field are quite excited about the computers potentiel. 

Thais is not a complete review of the ESP field, nor can one be written 
because of the constant changes imposed on persons, attitudes, and situations. 
The paper should, however, give the reader a smattering of lmowledge about 
the complexity of evaluating the findings of such research. 
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